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Graduates Sent Forth
Six graduates were honored at the close of DDH’s one hundred eleventh academ-

ic year on June 8. Clark M. Williamson, Indiana Professor of Christian Thought
Emeritus, Christian Theological Seminary, was the speaker.
Matthew J. Rosen earned the M.Div. and the Master of Public Policy degrees as a

Disciples House Scholar. He has been named the Religious Action Coordinator for
the Children’s Defense Fund in Washington, D.C.
DDH alumna Sara Anable Staton, an M.Div. graduate, was ordained June 18 at

the First Christian Church of Albany, Oregon. She has begun a clinical pastoral edu-
cation residency at Sacred Heart Medical Center in Eugene, Oregon.
M.Div. graduate Shane Isaac became affiliated with the Disciples of Christ during

his studies at the Divinity School. He was ordained August 13 at Iglesia del Pueblo-
Hope Center in Hammond, Indiana, and has begun ministry as a Lilly Pastoral
Resident at Central Christian Church, Lexington, Kentucky.
After earning the A.M. degree, DDH alumna Rachel Lindner moved to New York

City to work with the JEHT Foundation. The Foundation is named for the core val-
ues of justice, equality, human dignity, and tolerance that guide its human rights work.
Ecumenical resident Natalie Carnes received her A.M. degree and has begun

Ph.D. studies in theology at Duke Divinity School.  
Disciples House Scholar William A. Wright will receive his Ph.D. in Theology in

December for his dissertation on Calvin’s soteriology. He plans to teach.

2006 graduates. Front, l-r, Sara Staton, Natalie Carnes. Back, l-r, Shane Isaac,
Matthew Rosen, Rachel Lindner, William Wright.
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A group portrait made in the early 1960s of the men of the House (they were all
men in those days) features Dean Blakemore and a future generation of leaders and
scholars, among them this year’s Convocation speaker, Clark Williamson. In con-
trast with annual photographs of earlier generations of House men, who stood at
attention on the front steps in their dark preachers’ suits, this company has a
Kennedy-esque air about them. They’re posed in the yard, some seated cross-legged
in the grass. Plaid sport coats and thin ties abound.
In the days of Kennedy’s Camelot, much was in the air: Selma, the March on

Washington, the space race, urban sprawl, Vatican II, new kinds of intercultural and
interreligious encounter. Those cool-looking young bucks, groomed with the power of
critical thinking, were eager to make a difference. As Clark himself later explained,
“Here was a place where . . . questions about matters of ultimate importance were
themselves regarded as important. We argued about the answers, which was fine, but
not about the appropriateness of questioning, of thinking critically.” 
There are other things in the air today: racism and anti-Judaism in newly tenacious

forms, new economic, political, and ecological challenges, new religious yearnings.
The quest for the holy grail—in which the presence of God is made known through
a world ordered to justice and flourishing—continues. 
These challenges lie before a new generation of House Scholars, who are represent-

ed in this Annual Report. Behind this generation, backing up and making possible
their questions and their quest, are many, many others—donors, trustees, alumni/ae,
friends, and churches who are also represented in these pages. We are grateful that
you are a part of this great company.

Sincerely,

Challenges
Fall 1962. Clark Williamson is seated in the second row, third from the left.

2006 Entering
Scholars Announced

Five persons have been named new
Disciples Divinity House Scholars. All
entered the Divinity School’s Master of
Divinity program:

Kenneth Jake Bitner, a native of
Peoria and May graduate of Bradley
University, is a musician, a language
buff, and is interested in studying var-
ied religious traditions. He is a member
of First Christian Church, Peoria,
Illinois.

Adam Frieberg is a December 2005
magna cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa gradu-
ate of Texas Christian University, where
he distinguished himself both in the
religion department and with his com-
puter programming skills. His home is
Norwalk, Iowa, where he is a member
of Norwalk Christian Church.

Cheryl Payne Jackson is a professor
of health information at the College of
DuPage (Illinois),  a member of Jackson
Boulevard Christian Church (where her
husband, Larry Jackson, is pastor), a
1980 B.S. graduate of Louisiana Tech
University, and 2001 M.A. graduate of
Governors State University.

Bethany Watkins Lowery, a January
2006 graduate of Smith College, has
studied human rights in Ireland, been a
Disciples Peace Fellowship intern, and
attended the World Council of
Churches meeting in Brazil. Her home
church is Disciples Christian in
Bartlesville, Oklahoma.

Beau Thomas Underwood, a native
of Princeton, Illinois, and a member of
the First Christian Church, graduated
from Eureka College in 2006 with
Political Science and Religion majors.
He is currently the co-moderator of 
the denomination’s Young Adult
Commission. 
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The Mirror Image
Mark, our earliest gospel, tells the sto-

ries of Herod’s banquet and Jesus’ feed-
ing of the five thousand together. Indeed,
each detail in the story of Jesus’ banquet
is the diametrical opposite of its counter-
part in the story of Herod’s banquet.
These two stories give us insight not

only into Mark’s gospel but into his
understanding of what it means to be a
follower of Jesus of Nazareth. Mark pairs
the stories as mirror images so that the
meaning lies not simply in one or the
other of the stories, but in the com-
pelling contrast between them. The
point made by the story of the feeding of
the five thousand is not simply a claim;
it is a counter-claim.
To hear and understand these stories

together, each in the context of the
other, is to grasp their historical, moral
and theological significance for the life
of faith. To fail to do so reduces the first
story to a historical curiosity and leaves
the second as only a miracle story—
pleasing to those who believe such
things and perplexing to those who
have questions, but in each case
stripped of its context and meaning.

The context of Herod’s banquet
The Herod of our story is Herod

Antipas, ruler of Galilee and son of
Herod the Great. We will call him
“Antipas” to distinguish him from his
father. When his father died about 5
B.C.E., Rome installed Antipas as its
puppet king. 
Antipas had been raised and educat-

ed in the city of Rome and was inti-
mately familiar with the benefits and
demands of the Empire: benefits for the
Empire; demands imposed on provin-
cial peasants. Immediately upon being

installed in Galilee, he began a building
program, which served to strengthen
the prevailing Roman cultural and eco-
nomic control over Galilee.
At that time, a man named Judah,

son of Hezekiah, became the head of an
army of revolution in the town of
Sepphoris, the Roman provincial capi-
tal of Galilee, located three miles from
Nazareth. The Roman army responded
quickly, captured Sepphoris from
Judah’s troops and sold into slavery all
the residents whom it did not massacre.
Then it burned the city to the ground.
Varus, the Roman legate, moved with

his army on Jerusalem, where another
revolt against Roman rule was taking
place, and quickly crucified two thou-
sand revolutionaries as he restored what
Rome called “peace.” 
Antipas eventually reconstructed

Sepphoris. He provided  a combination
palace and fortress for himself, a colon-
naded avenue, and a theater that could
seat three thousand people. The usual
Roman baths, circuses, and brothels
were added. The very physical style of
the city breathed Roman oppression to
Galileans. 
In 19 C.E., Antipas turned his atten-

tion to creating Tiberias on the western

edge of the Sea of Galilee, which soon
replaced Sepphoris as the provincial
capital. There Antipas built the castle
(along with a stadium, baths, and
forum) which is the setting for the ban-
quet of which Mark tells us. As no pious
Jews would live in Tiberias—Antipas
had heedlessly built it on top of a ceme-
tery—he settled the town with freed
slaves by promising them land if they, in
turn, promised to stay in Tiberias
(Josephus, The Antiquities of the Jews,
18.27, 36-38).
All of this building subjected

Galilean peasants to even greater eco-
nomic hardship. On top of the three
layers of rulers and their three sets of
economic demands left by his father
(tribute to Rome and taxes to Herod on
top of tithes and offerings to the tem-
ple), Antipas needed further resources
to fund his colossal building projects.
Their economic hardship is no doubt

one reason why Mark’s story of Jesus’
banquet begins with an awareness of
the hunger of the people following
Jesus—physical hunger. Indeed, it is why
there are in the gospels so many refer-
ences to debt and hunger.

Three Kings, Three Kingdoms, and 
Three Banquets Mark 6.17-44 and parallels (Mt 14:3-21; Lk 9:10-17; Jn 6:1-14)

(continued on next page)

Clark Williamson with Clark Gilpin
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Antipas’ Banquet
Now we turn to Herod Antipas’ ban-

quet. It was a Hellenistic custom to
invite friends to one’s birthday celebra-
tion. In Mark’s narrative, Antipas’ cele-
bration took place in his palace in
Tiberias. The guests were the members
of his court, his military leaders, and
the “chief men of Galilee”—the wealthy
plantation owners. It was a male gather-
ing. Women and slaves (the nobodies of
the time) would have served the dinner. 
We may assume that Antipas and his

high-ranking guests reclined at dinner,
which was how the wealthy, the power-
ful, and the royal ate at a Roman or
Hellenistic banquet. They dined in
rooms called triclinia, with three couch-
es on which the host and his guests
reclined; tri - “three,” clinium - “recline,”
says just this. A main function of
Roman dining was to emphasize the
social standing of the host at the peak
of a stratified pyramid of power and
rank. This is not a minor point, as the
later story of Jesus’ banquet will make
clear. 
Mark tells us that the evening’s enter-

tainment featured one dancing girl and
that John the Baptist’s execution was
accomplished during the dinner, with
the grisly sight of his head being
brought in on a platter. Executions and
killings were a common feature of pub-
lic entertainment in the coliseums. We
note that Antipas’ banquet ends with a
death.
The way Mark tells the story gives us

the clear impression that Antipas reluc-
tantly had John executed because
Antipas had stupidly promised Herodias’
daughter that he would give her whatev-
er she asked of him. We may question
whether Mark got this quite straight.
Antipas had already thrown John in
prison because John had condemned his
marriage to Herodias—having sexual rela-
tions with one’s brother’s wife was
banned in the Torah (Lev. 18:16, 25). 
John’s condemnation was politically

charged. It meant that Antipas’ rule was
illegitimate, that he was in violation of
fundamental moral principles. In all
probability, Antipas was quite ready to
get rid of John and squash his move-
ment. Indeed, Josephus claims that
Antipas executed John because he was
eloquent and attracted crowds and
hence might foster sedition.
To recapitulate: in Mark’s story of

Antipas’ birthday party we see one kind
of king, one kind of kingdom, and one
kind of banquet. In Jesus’ feeding of the
five thousand we will see the diametri-
cally opposite kind of king, kingdom,
and banquet. On each and every point,
Jesus’ banquet presents a mirror image,
a reversal, of Antipas’ banquet.

Jesus’ Banquet
The verse that links this story to the

previous one, demonstrating that for
Mark they are a set of paired stories, is
6.34: Jesus “had compassion on them,
because they were like sheep without a
shepherd.” Mark taps into a rich vein in
the tradition of Israel: the criticism of
kings who are supposed to be the shep-
herds of the people but instead feed
themselves and let the sheep go hungry.
“Should not shepherds feed the sheep?”
(Ezek. 34.2). “The people wander like
sheep; they are afflicted for want of a
shepherd” (Zech. 10.2).
In this way, the story of Jesus feeding

the hungry crowd serves as an acerbic
comment on Antipas’ self-indulgent
birthday party, celebrated with the
“haves” while the “have-nots” went 
hungry.
Jesus’ banquet takes place not in a

palace but in the desert—a point Mark
makes three times. Place is important in
these stories. We are to remember
another time when God graciously fed
desperately hungry people in the desert.
The guests at Jesus’ banquet were not

courtiers, owners of large estates, and
military leaders. They were those who
had nothing to eat, those addressed 
in the sermon on the plain in Luke: 
the destitute (the ptochoi, not just the
“poor”), the hungry, and those who

mourn. The realities of Roman occupa-
tion explain why there were so many of
these folks. 
Then, there were Jesus’ disciples.

Mark depicts them, in this and other
regards, as complete flops. (Mark consis-
tently characterizes them this way for
reasons of his own; the image could
hardly be accurate for it leaves unex-
plained the historical sources of Mark’s
story.) Yet the disciples here do suc-
cumb to a temptation all too readily
yielded to by Jesus’ followers: to duck
our responsibilities. 
Jesus’ disciples want to send the desti-

tute away to buy food—an unlikely
prospect at best, even if they had the
ready cash, which the destitute did not.
Jesus responds with a simple imperative:
“Give them something to eat” (6.37).
His disciples did, and Mark reports that
it was more than enough. 
The exuberant grace of God is sym-

bolically witnessed to with this excess of
bread and fish, the staff of life and 
well-being. Jesus’ dinner ends not with
death, but with the means of life and
well-being overflowing.
Two other features call themselves to

our attention. One is that the disciples
of Jesus served the meal. They did the
work that slaves, women, and the other
nobodies did at Antipas’ banquet. 
At Jesus’ banquet, the nobodies and
women were served. 
A second is that Jesus had the poor,

the hungry, and the mourners lie down.
Like place, posture is important in the
story. The NRSV translation says “sit
down,” but the Greek word anaklinai
means “lie down.” Astoundingly, Jesus
treats the destitute and the hungry like
the royalty who dined in triclinia.
Further, they lay down “in groups,”
sumposia sumposia—the term “sympo-
sium” was used for dinner parties in the
Greek and Roman world.
Mark draws this story into the orbit

of the story of the Last Supper, and also
interprets the Last Supper in doing so,
by noting that Jesus looked up to God
(“heaven” is a paraphrase for the name
of God), blessed and broke the loaves,

Three Kings...
(continued from page 3)



and gave them to the disciples to serve
to the people. It is no accident that
Christian art depicting the Eucharist
will for centuries characterize it as a
bread-and-fish meal, not a merely sym-
bolic one, but one in which hungry peo-
ple are given real food.
So there we have it: stories about two

kinds of kings, two kinds of kingdoms,
and two kinds of meals—each the mirror
image of the other. In that contrast, we
see Jesus of Nazareth, the wandering
teacher in Israel, responding to the real-
ities of Roman occupation and the real
needs of hungry, destitute people. 
We see the way in which this move-

ment called the “kingdom of God”
went about its task. It was a movement
of free and open eating in an economy
of scarcity and subsistence, a movement
in which whoever would be first of all
must be servant of all—a point that the
disciples in this story act out in spite of
themselves. It is a movement that pro-
claims that only God is King, contra-
dicting the claim that the King (Caesar)
in Rome is God. It was in no sense a
military response to Roman occupa-
tion; it was a kind of revolt of the colo-
nized.
Jesus’ banquet allows us to see some-

thing of what a late first-century church
found important about Jesus. He began
his ministry proclaiming that “the king-
dom of God has come near” (1.15) and
inviting people into it. But he does not
just talk about the rule of God; his min-
istry enacts it. In Jesus’ banquet, he and
the disciples act out God’s rule in its
difference from and opposition to that
of Antipas and Rome. 
These two stories are historical para-

bles told by an early church; they say
something about an oppressive and per-
secuting government and something
about how we should, instead, live.
They raise the question whether Herod
Antipas defines what we mean by terms
like king and kingdom, or whether the
Jesus story does. “Among the Gentiles
their rules lord it over them, but it shall
not be so among you; among you who-
ever would be first of all must be ser-

vant of all” (Mk 10.42; also Mt 20.25-
26; Lk 12.25-26).

Herod Antipas and Constantine
But there is another story and with it

we see the ambiguity of religion, in this
case Christianity. Roughly 300 years
after Jesus’ banquet for the destitute, in
the year 325, the emperor Constantine
threw a banquet for the bishops of the
church at the conclusion of the Council
of Nicaea.
The church historian, Eusebius,

unaware of the irony of his words,
described it: “Detachments of the body-
guard and troops surrounded the
entrance of the palace with drawn
swords, and through the midst of them
the men of God proceeded without fear
into the innermost of the Imperial
apartments, in which some were the
Emperor’s companions at table, while
other reclined on couches arranged on
either side. One might have thought
that a picture of Christ’s kingdom was
thus shadowed forth, and a dream
rather than reality.”
Jesus’ banquet for the poor has been

forgotten; a betrayal has taken place. We
would like to believe that some of these
bishops had second thoughts about
reclining with the emperor and being
treated like royalty while the destitute
looked on, and perhaps they did, but we
don’t know.  
Constantine’s embrace of the church,

and its subsequent establishment as the
only legal religion of the empire by
Theodosius, were not happy develop-
ments for authentic Christian faith.
Yet here lies an ambiguity: the church

that fails to live out the message to
which it bears witness, nonetheless also
keeps alive the very memory that puts
the church under criticism. Alfred
North Whitehead hit the nail on the
head when he said “so long as the
Galilean images are but the dreams of
an unrealized world, so long they must
spread the infection of an uneasy spirit”
(Adventures of Ideas, 17).
Or consider subsequent teaching

about how Christians should eat and

conduct themselves. A local council of
the church in Spain, in the town of
Elvira, in the early fourth century,
passed four canon laws pertaining to
relations between Christians and Jews:
Christians were barred from intermar-
riage with Jews, from eating with Jews,
from having Jews bless their crops, and
Christian men were barred from com-
mitting adultery with Jewish women.
Laws passed against certain behaviors

are designed to put a stop to behaviors
that are already occurring. Christian
and Jewish lay people seemed to relate
to each other in all kinds of ways, but
Christian leaders tried to effect a separa-
tion between the two communities. The
message is clear: you may not eat (or
otherwise interact) with the people with
whom Jesus ate. You couldn’t even eat
with Jesus!
The Council of Elvira was in no sense

an exception; church leaders over hun-
dreds of years worked to force a sharp
separation of Christians from Jews. For
instance, later in the same century, the

5

(continued on page 8)

At Convocation: Sara and Matt Staton;
Matt Rosen and his mother, Bonnie
Rosen-Cowherd.
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Trustees
Larry D. Bouchard and Peggy L. Galloway
Don S. and Carol L. Browning

Browning Family Fund
W. Barnett Blakemore Fund
William Weaver Fund

L. Del and Ann B. Butterfield
David E. Cobb and Katy L. McFall
Eddie E. Griffin
JoAnne H. Kagiwada

David T. and JoAnne H. Kagiwada Fund
in memory of Ray Schultz

Herbert L. and Duff Knudsen
Ned R. and Sibyl M. Lavengood
Cynthia Gano Lindner
Hubert G. Locke
Chad H. Martin

Jerry and Donna Martin Family Scholarship Fund
Amy A. Northcutt and Craig Middlebrook
Stephanie Paulsell and Kevin Madigan
Marvin E. Smith
James E. and Patricia G. Stockdale
Sybel A. and Harvey R. Thomas
David A. and Aida M. Vargas
Charles and Jane Watkins

Alumni/ae
Walter H. and Myra Lee Abel
Vaughn G. Alexander
Brittany D. Barber and Kevin M. Metzner
Charles B. and Martha B. Barr
Robert S. and Sue Bates
John R. and Julia P. Bean
Kay Bessler Northcutt and Joseph 
Bessler-Northcutt
Thelma Vaden Northcutt Fund

Robert L. and Ann K. Bromley
Kenneth and Emily Brooker Langston
Erica L. Brown
Peter D. and Carol Browning

Browning Family Fund
Camilla and Frank Burch Brown
Donald V. and Margaret C. Burk
Warren R. and Clara C. Copeland
Lee A. and Margaret G. Crawford
William E. and Patricia V. Crowl
Kristine A. Culp
Charles H. Dawson
Kent and Janice Dorsey
J. Marshall and Barbara J. Dunn
Stephen C. Duvall
Russell M. and Barbara S. Fuller
Dan B. and Frances U. Genung
Yvonne T. Gilmore-Essig and Marty Essig
Ana K. and Tod Gobledale
Brian W. and Claudia E. Grant
Timothy J. and Donna S. Griffin
Elizabeth H. Guonjian and Joseph S. Pettit
W. David Hall and Sarah Scott Hall
Lowell K. Handy
Walter M. and Evelyn R. Haskell
Lee P. Hull Moses and Robert Moses
Jennifer G. Jesse and John Dungan
Ayanna M. Johnson
Charles L. and Edith Johnson
Richard N. and Virginia B. Johnson
Don L. Jones and Emily Hurst-Jones
George and Linda M. Kemp
Maurice F. Knott
Edward H. and Mary Ruth Kolbe
Dennis L. Landon and Lana 
Hartman Landon

Recognition of Donors
The following people, congregations, and foundations contributed to
the Disciples Divinity House between July 1, 2005 and June 30,
2006. Thanks to their generosity, the House continues to fulfill its
mission of educating ministers and teachers for leadership in the
church, academy, and society. Their gifts have helped to provide schol-
arships, programs, and opportunities for study, worship, and growth.
On behalf of the House Scholars, the Trustees, and the Dean, I thank
you for your generosity and support. 

Brittany Barber, Associate Dean

Andrew R. Laue and Rafael Chacon
Donald A. and Joyce Leak
Robert L. and Adelle A. Lemon
Amy E. Lignitz Harken and Bruce S.
Harken

C. Harvey and May Sweet Lord
John E. and Maxine G. McCaw
Ian J. and Cynthia R. McCrae
Stephanie McLemore
Dale and Betty J. Miller
Bonnie and Mark Miller-McLemore
Kara Mooneyham
C. Trent Owings
Harry B. and Marilyn Partin
Samuel C. and Mary C. Pearson
Leverne and Rolland G. Pfile
Don A. and Nancy C. Pittman
G. Philip and Loris Points
Thomas H. and Jane Quigley
Harold E. and Janice Ranton
Brent and Sara C. Reynolds
Carl B. and Esther L. Robinson

in honor of Mrs. W. Barnett Blakemore 
to the W. Barnett Blakemore Fund

Edward M. and Charlotte Romine
Ralph L. and Martha J. Slotten
Edwin and Patricia Stanford
Richard E. and Marcia D. Starkey

William Weaver Fund
Jonathan T. Stockdale and Zoe A. Donnell
Thomas V. and Patricia A. Stockdale
Michael K. Stone and Patricia Perry
Bradford T. Stull and Maggie Kim
Laura Jean Torgerson and Tim Donaghy

in honor of Marshall and Barbara Dunn
Mark G. and Jeffica L. Toulouse
Karen M. and Kevin R. Turner
Shawn Van Dyke
Kristin D. Van Heyningen
William J. Wassner
Norman A. and Katharine M. Wells
Clark M. and Barbara Williamson

Friends
Thomas W. Andrews
Monique and William S. Autrey
Dwight E. Bailey
Ann G. Baird
William R. and Shirley B. Baird
Ray and Sheila Barber

in honor of Brittany Barber
Aaltje M. Baumgart and Braden Grams
Carolyn J. Beckelhymer, Corinne
Beckelhymer Shaffer, and Christine 
Beckelhymer Siegfried
in memory of Ben Burns
in memory of Gordon Hagberg 

Ken Bigger and Sara Fagan
Ben Bohren

†   deceased

Class Representatives for
Autumn 2005

John McCaw 1935-39
Carl Robinson      1940-44
Russell Fuller     1945-49
Ernie O’Donnell    1950-54
Ed Kolbe           1955-59
Tom Quigley        1960-64
Norman Wells       1965-69
Cynthia Lindner    1970-79
Kent Dorsey        1980-84
John Dungan        1985-89
Jonathan Stockdale 1990-94
Angela Kaufman     1995-99
Lee Hull Moses     2000-04



Sherry D. Bouchard
in honor of Larry Bouchard Family

Bernard O. and Carol Jean Brown
Karen R. Brown
Robert L. and Jackie L. Browning
Wallace Bubar and Gabriele K. Albrecht
Ann W. Burns
Anne E. Carr
Ann C. Cole and Caroline Jackson

in honor of Katherine Dey to the 
M. Elizabeth Dey Fund

Frances I. Colston
Robert W. and Elizabeth Crowe
James and Judy Crowl

in honor of Bill and Patty Crowl
Robert and Sandee Crowl

in honor of Bill and Patty Crowl
Betty A. Culp
Katherine A. Dey

M. Elizabeth Dey Fund
Drum and Tenant Fund

James O. Duke
Alice C. Dunmore

in memory of James B. Wollesen
Jean Bethke Elshtain
F. McDonald and Jean Ervin
John R. and Marilyn L. Foulkes
Fuller Family Fund, CCF
Sharon B. Gardner and Sarah Patel
Pacheco; Crain, Caton & James

William and Joann Gilpin
Nancy Godlewski
Louise G. Griffin

in memory of Arthur A. Azlein
Lana and Gilbert A. Hasenyager
Setsu Hirasuna

David T. and JoAnne H. Kagiwada Fund
Pam Hollinger
Philip and Mildred Holzhausen
Sunil K. and Janette C. Jha
Evan L. and Susan Joachim

in memory of Lewis G. Joachim
James D. Johnson
Verity A. Jones
Ken E. and Kristy L. Keener
Mary Ruth Kennedy
Ralph E. Lindner Fund, CCF
Carolyn C. Long

in memory of Art Long
Harold R. Mace
Jerry D. and Donna H. Martin

Jerry and Donna Martin Family Scholarship Fund
Richard J. and Mary S. Martin

W. Barnett Blakemore Fund
Richard E. McClain

in honor of Mrs. W. Barnett Blakemore to the 
W. Barnett Blakemore Fund

Donald H. and Ann McCord
Duane and Nancy McGormley

in memory of Gordon Hagberg

Dorothy Messenger
G. L. "Andy" and Dorothy Coffman Messenger Fund

John M. and Geraldine C. Miller
Frank Misek
Janet Moffett
Herbert L. Moore
John H. and Charlene O. Muir
Estelle V. O'Connor
Frances E. Oney

Thelma Vaden Northcutt Fund
Pat Parsons
William O. and Sally A. Paulsell
Stephen H. Pavy
Larry and Kathy Pepper
F. Joseph and Mary A. Pettit
Damaris Peters Pike

in memory of Eugene H. Peters
James H. and Carol J. Pinson
Mary Lou Pollitz
Marjorie Powell
Glen and Sharon Rabe
Donald D. and Marjorie Reisinger
W. F. Terry and Janet J. Reister

in memory of Melvin Ray Schultz to the 
Melvin Ray and Phyllis Ann Schultz Fund

Anne Riley
Jo M. and Rebecca M. Riley Fund

Bonnie Rosen-Cowherd and Thomas E.
Cowherd

James A. Rurak
Ann B. Schleiffarth
Kathryn F. Sherman
Nathan S. and Karen L. Smith
Garry and Pam Sparks
Arthur Lee Spencer
Harold E. Spencer
Beth L. Sullivan
Opal S. Terbeek
John D. and Marilyn L. Trefzger

in memory of W. Barnett Blakemore
Irene Van Boskirk Fund, CCF
Lou M. and Pamela E. Vovk
Ruth Wassenich

Churches
Arrowsmith [IL] Christian Church 
Bethany Christian Church, Fort
Washington, Maryland

Central Woodward Christian Church,
Troy, Michigan

Christian Church Foundation, Inc.
Christian Church in Illinois and Wisconsin

Illinois-Wisconsin Scholarship Fund
Week of Renewal Fund

Disciples Mission Fund, Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ)

First Christian Church, Galesburg, Illinois
Irving Park Christian Church Fund, CCF
Sherburnville Christian Church, Grant 
Park, Illinois

Foundations
Chapin-May Foundation of Illinois
The Solomon D. and Victoria David 
Foundation

Bequests
Miriam Bellville†
Gene R. Cleveland†

in memory of Cromwell C. Cleveland

In Memory of William D. Carpe
Brittany D. Barber and Kevin M. Metzner
Carl T. Burkhardt
Jack A. and Patricia L. Carpe
William E. and Patricia V. Crowl
Kristine A. Culp
Joan M. Edson
Timothy J. and Donna S. Griffin
JoAnne H. Kagiwada
Sharon L. Kerr
LeeAnn Kordenbrock
Ludlow Christian Church, Ludlow, 
Kentucky

William S. and Lisa M. Pallan
Norma G. Stanley
Sybel A. and Harvey R. Thomas

In Memory of Clinton B. Northcutt
Brittany D. Barber and Kevin M. Metzner
Kristine A. Culp
Harold R. Mace
Victor S. and Harriet E. Middlebrook
Peter M. and Johanna T. Moretti
James S. and Julia M. Reichard
Texas Engineering Extension Service
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Gifts received 
in 2005-06

Annual Fund $   48,307

Disciples Mission Fund 78,300

Capital Funds 56,602

Chapel Renewal* 78,680

Total Gifts $ 261,889

*This amount reflects gifts and

pledges from 2004 to date. We have

received $74,105, with $4,575 in

pledges remaining.

(continued on page 10)
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The Gertrude Gary Sutcliffe Society was
established in 1994 to recognize persons who
ensure the mission of the Disciples Divinity
House by providing for a gift through their
estate. Named in tribute to the woman
whose vision and gifts built the original
endowment, furnished the building, and
completed the Chapel of the Holy Grail, the
Society encourages others to follow her exam-
ple and honors those who carry forward the
tradition of vision and action.

Polly Scribner Ames†
Robert V.† and Bonny Andelson
Arthur A. and Norma Jane Azlein†
John R. and Julia P. Bean
Miriam Bellville†
Kay Bessler Northcutt and Joseph 
Bessler-Northcutt

Don S. and Carol L. Browning
Benjamin F.† and Ann W. Burns
L. Del and Ann Butterfield
Gene R. Cleveland†
Annie Mae Cooke†
Robert W. and Elizabeth Crowe
William E. and Patricia V. Crowl
Kristine A. Culp
Katherine A. Dey
Burrus Dickinson†
J. Marshall and Barbara J. Dunn
F. McDonald and Jean Ervin
Malcolm S. and Ruth M. Ferguson
Samuel F. Freeman, Jr.†
W. Clark and Nancy Gilpin
Elizabeth H. Guonjian 
and Joseph S. Pettit

John W. Harms†
Harvey C. and Ruth S. Hartling†
Isabelle Havens†
Wilbur S. Hogevoll†
Dorothy Hunter†
Lewis G. Joachim†

JoAnne H. Kagiwada
Leslie L. and Elizabeth M. Kingsbury†
Maurice F. Knott
Edward H. and Mary Ruth Kolbe
Ned R. and Sibyl M. Lavengood
Ralph E. Lindner†
C. Harvey and May Sweet Lord
Frank C.† and Winifred A. Mabee

Holly McKissick and Tom Hawley
Bonnie J. and W. Mark Miller-
McLemore

Jess E. Moore†
K. Everett and Virginia L.† Munson
B. Ernest and Judy C. O'Donnell
Angela E. Pfile and Douglas Job
Leverne and Rolland G. Pfile
Marjorie Powell
Jack V. and June E. Reeve
Lester B. and Mary Catherine Rickman†
Paula K. Ritchie
Carl B. and Esther L. Robinson
Edward M. and Charlotte Romine
Melvin Ray and Phyllis Ann Schultz†
J. Bryan† and Vivian I. Shelton
Wayne A. and Geneve R. Selsor†
Rolland H.† and Laura Frances Sheafor
George W. and Marsha Shields
Jesse J. and Mary V. Simoson
Ellen M. and Clyde Curry Smith
Thomas V. and Patricia A. Stockdale
James E. and Patricia G. Stockdale
Robert and Frances Sulanke
Charles H. Swift, Jr.
Marlin E. and Janice I. Thomas
Robert A.† and  Marjorie M. Thomas
Joseph J. and Irene Van Boskirk†
Paul G.† and Ruth S. Wassenich
Woodrow W. and Marie† Wasson
Norman A. and Katharine M. Wells
John Norton† and Grace L. Williams

The Gertrude Gary Sutcliffe Society
presbyter Chrysostom in Antioch
preached a series of eight sermons
against the “Judaizers.” He describes the
people whose activity he attacks: they
are members of his congregation who
reciprocate dinner invitations with
Jews, visit in each others’ homes, find
their way to the synagogue. Chrysostom
writes of Jews as “dogs, wild animals...
suited only for slaughter.” Jews, he said,
“murder their master.” He depicts the
synagogue as a “house of prostitution
and hideout for thieves, the home of
demons.” Have nothing to do with the
Jews, he proclaims; particularly, don’t
eat with them.

What do we learn?
Jesus’ banquet with destitute Jews in

Galilee is the mirror-image opposite not
only of Antipas’ banquet,  but also of the
bishops’ banquet with Constantine and
of the instructions of Chrysostom and of
the bishops at Elvira.
The church largely lost and aban-

doned both Jesus’ commitment to all
“the lost sheep of the house of Israel”
(Mt 10.6) and the Pauline view of the
relation of Gentile believers in Jesus
Christ to Jews. “You Gentiles were . . .
without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers
to the covenants of promise, having no
hope and without God [atheoi] in the
world.” He has broken down the divid-
ing wall of hostility between us. And we
are now “no longer strangers and aliens,
but . . . citizens with the saints and also
members of the household of God”
(Eph 2.11-22). Notice that “also mem-
bers.” It’s one word in Greek: synpolitai,
“fellow citizens,” not the only citizens;
“also members,” not the only members.
Paradoxically, “we” who were “stran-

gers and aliens” began long ago to make
Jews into the objectified other who, of
necessity, are now “strangers and aliens”
to us—aliens of our making, aliens of
the evil imaginations of the heart. They
are strange to us for one simple reason:

Three Kings...
(continued from page 5)

(continued on page 10)
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Permanent Funds
The following gifts have been made to the endowment fund or the building fund.  These gifts bear witness to the faithfulness and foresight of
their donors. Disciples House is deeply grateful for these gifts.

Endowment
gifts of $5000 or more before 1975; $10,000 after 1975

Year established
Ellen M. Thomas Fund 1901
Old Endowment Fund 1906
R. A. Long 1906
Ella L. Ford 1906
Nell B. Ford Torrey 1906
Stella D. Ford Schlottman                                 1906
W. S. Brannum 1906
E. MacDonald Bowman 1906
New Endowment Fund 1913
Philip H. Gray 1913
Gertrude Gary Sutcliffe 1930
William Henry Hoover Lecture Fund 1945
Lizzie K. Schermerhorn Memorial Fund 1949
Harry R. Moore 1958
Arthur Burton Keller Memorial Fund 1964
Samuel M. Jasper 1968
Hugh T. Morrison 1973
W. Barnett Blakemore Scholarship Fund 1975
Henry Barton Robison Scholarship 1979
Edward Scribner Ames Scholarship 1979
M. Elizabeth Dey Scholarship 1979
Melvin Ray and Phyllis Ann Schultz Scholarship 1982
Drum and Tenant Scholarship 1983
Oreon E. Scott Entering Scholarship 1987
William N. Weaver Entering Scholarship 1987
William F. Rothenburger Memorial Scholarship Fund 1987
Illinois-Wisconsin Scholarship Fund 1989

Established as part of the Centennial Endowment, 1993-96
John R. and Julia P. Bean Fund
The Browning Family Fund
David and Margie Bryan Fund
Solomon and Victoria David Fund
H. Robert Gemmer Fund
Gordon W. and Anne Hoerner Hagberg Fund
Wilbur S. and Marcia Hogevoll
K. Barton Hunter Fund
David T. and JoAnne H. Kagiwada Fund
Clarence E. Lemmon Fund
Frank and Winnie Mabee Fund 
Eugene May Fund
Lotus M. McLemore Fund
Chester I. and Lois Miller Fund
Thelma Vaden Northcutt Fund
Kunihiko and Rebecca Onishi Fund
Jack V. and June E. Reeve
Dennis and Mary Lou Savage Fund
Rolland H. and Laura Frances Sheafor Scholarship Fund
James E. and Patricia G. Stockdale
Robert A. and Marjorie M. Thomas
Paul G. and Ruth S. Wassenich Fund
John Norton and Grace Lord Williams Fund

S. F. and Mary Elizabeth Freeman, Sr., Fund 1998
Barbara and Clark Williamson Fund 1998
Lloyd V. and Vera G. Channels Memorial Fund 1999
Jerry and Donna Martin Family Scholarship Fund 1999
Jo M. and Rebecca M. Riley Fund 1999
Arthur A. and Norma Jane Azlein 2000
Mable Topping and Samuel F. Freeman, Jr., Fund 2000
Ellen M. and Clyde Curry Smith 2002
Charles H. Swift, Jr. 2003
P. Hunter Beckelhymer Fund 2003
Robert and Frances Sulanke 2004
Bernard F. and Annie Mae Cooke Scholarship 2004
Orchard Street Christian Church Ministerial 
Education Fund 2004

G. L. “Andy” and Dorothy Coffman Messenger Fund 2005
Lewis G. Joachim 2005
The Baringer Butterfield Fund 2005
Norman A. and Katherine M. Wells 2005

Building Funds
To build and furnish the House and to fund its renovation
$5000 before 1975; $10,000 after 1975

Year established
Myrtilla A. Colbert Jones 1923
William Darnell MacClintock 1923
Samuel Sweeny MacClintock 1923
William Henry Hoover 1923
Gertrude Gary Sutcliffe 1928
Illinois-Wisconsin Capital Funds Appeal 1965
Burrus Dickinson 1992
L. Del and Ann Butterfield 1994
Hoover Foundation 1995
Herbert L. Willett, III 1995
Chapel 75th Anniversary Renewal 2005
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they are different. How are they differ-
ent? They are an awful lot more like
Jesus than we are. Indeed, he was one of
them, not one of us.
Our other act of forgetting has to do

with the destitute, of whom the world
today is full, especially that two-thirds of
the world that lives in poverty. Thirty
children per minute, one thousand
eight hundred per hour, die of a lack of
food and elementary vaccines. In times
of great crisis when genocide occurs or
natural disasters wipe out great swaths
of populations, we respond generously.
Otherwise, we largely forget them and
turn to other matters, such as “moral
values” or putting the ten command-
ments on the courthouse lawn.
We also forget that the Jesus move-

ment did not live happily with its
empire and its colonizing of the world.
We manage to be oblivious to the
empire in which we live.
Jesus’ enacted parable of the Kingdom

or rule of God in which his followers
treat destitute, hungry, and weeping
Galileans as royalty still has the power to
evoke in us an uneasy spirit.

For the gruesome details of Varus’ military action,

see Josephus, The Jewish Wars, trans. H. St. J.

Thackeray (Cambridge, 1927), 2.56, 68; 2.75; also

1.180. Eusebius, The Life of Constantine, 3.15, is

quoted in John Dominic Crossan, The Historical

Jesus, (New York, 1991), 424. Chrysostom’s first

sermon against the Judaizers can be found in

Wayne A. Meeks and Robert Wilken, Jews and

Christians in Antioch (Missoula, 1978), 85-104.

Alumnus Clark Williamson is the Indiana
Professor of Christian Thought Emeritus at
Christian Theological Seminary, where he
also served as Dean and Vice-President for
Academic Affairs. He is the author of
numerous books, including A Guest in the
House of Israel;Way of Blessing, Way of
Life; and two recent lectionary commen-
taries with Ron Allen.

Three Kings...
(continued from page 8)

Vaughn G. Alexander
Thomas W. Andrews
Anonymous
Brittany D. Barber and Kevin M. Metzner
Constance U. Battle
in memory of Arthur A. Azlein

Joan L. Bell-Haynes and Oscar Haynes
Kay Bessler Northcutt and Joseph 
Bessler-Northcutt

Mrs. Barnett Blakemore
Larry Bouchard and Peggy Galloway
Erica L. Brown
Don S. and Carol L. Browning
Camilla and Frank Burch Brown
Ann W. Burns

in memory of Benjamin Burns
L. Del and Ann B. Butterfield
James T.† and Marjorie T. Carty
Lee A. and Margaret G. Crawford
William E. and Patricia V. Crowl
Kristine A. Culp
Mary Lynn Dell and David J.
Vandermuelen

Kent and Janice Dorsey
J. Marshall and Barbara J. Dunn
Austin and Florence Ethridge
Merle E. Fish†
in memory of Marjorie J. Fish

Dan B. and Frances U. Genung
W. Clark and Nancy Gilpin
Eddie E. Griffin
Elizabeth H. Guonjian and Joseph S. Pettit
Amy E. Lignitz Harken and Bruce S. Harken
Claudia Highbaugh
Richard† and Dolores Highbaugh
The Family of Henry K. and Elizabeth T. 
Holsman

Lee P. Hull Moses and Robert Moses
Jennifer G. Jesse and John Dungan
Sunil K. and Janette C. Jha
James D. Johnson
JoAnne H. Kagiwada
Michael E. Karunas and Amy E. Ziettlow
Angela A. Kaufman and Jack Poehlman
Maurice F. Knott
Herbert L. and Duff Knudsen
Edward H. and Mary Ruth Kolbe
Bobbie Ruth and William A. Langley
Ned R. and Sibyl M. Lavengood
Timothy S. and Yeahwa C. Lee
Robert L. and Adelle A. Lemon
Cynthia Gano Lindner
Hubert G. Locke
K. Brynolf Lyon and Ann Taylor
Chad H. Martin
Jerry D. and Donna H. Martin
Martin E. and Harriet J. Marty
John E. and Maxine G. McCaw

Holly C. McKissick and Tom Hawley
Stephanie McLemore
Dorothy Messenger
Bonnie and Mark Miller-McLemore
James E. and V. Ann Nall
Amy A. Northcutt and Craig Middlebrook
B. Ernest and Judy C. O’Donnell
Stephanie Paulsell and Kevin Madigan
Samuel C. and Mary C. Pearson
Angela E. Pfile and Douglas Job
James H. and Carol J. Pinson
G. Philip and Loris Points
Paul Pribbenow and Abigail Crampton
Harry K. Ratliff and Deborah K. 
Martin-Ratliff

Jack V. and June E. Reeve
Paula K. Ritchie
Carl B. and Esther L. Robinson
John Dong-Gook and Sook-Ja Roh
Edward M. and Charlotte Romine
Saint Andrew Christian Church, 
Olathe, Kansas

Dennis and Mary Lou Savage
William Schweiker
James M. and Mary D. Seale
in honor of Josephine Blakemore

Corinne and Bob Shaffer
Laura Frances Sheafor
Jack R. and Norma L. Sibley
Ellen and Clyde Curry Smith
Marvin E. Smith
Richard E. and Marcia D. Starkey
James E. and Patricia G. Stockdale
Thomas V. and Patricia A. Stockdale
Charles H. Swift
Nancy L. TannerThies
Sybel A. and Harvey R. Thomas
David A. and Aida M. Vargas
Charles and Jane Watkins
William N. and Frona Weaver
Robert L. and Eunice Welsh
Joseph M. and Emily R. Wilcox
Raymond B. and Lois R. Williams
Clark M. and Barbara Williamson
Robert and Juli Wilson-Black
Ruth M. Wollesen

in memory of James B. Wollesen, W. Barnett
Blakemore, and Mrs. Anna Manley

Chapel Anniversary Donors
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The Year in Review

2005-06 House Scholars 
Amy Collier Artman 
Ph.D., History of Christianity

Jordan Renée Berry, A.M.
Joseph Daniels Blosser
Ph.D., Religious Ethics

Bonnie Kathryn Carenen, M.Div.
Kristel Ann Clayville 
Ph.D., Biblical Studies

Brandon Duane Cline 
Ph.D., Early Christian Literature

Spencer Lee Dew
Ph.D., Religion and Literature

Bernard “Chris” Dorsey
Ph.D., Theology

Patricia Ann Duncan
Ph.D., Biblical Studies

Ross Edward Eiler, M.Div.
George Ryan Gilbert, M.Div.
Tabitha Kay Knerr, M.Div.
April Joy Lewton, M.Div.
Rachel Elizabeth Lindner, A.M.
Vy Thanh Nguyen, M.Div.
Santiago Ortiz Piñón, Jr.
Ph.D., Theology

Matthew Jeremy Rosen
M.Div. and Master in Public Policy

Ryan Christian Singleton, M.Div.
Garry Gene Sparks
Ph.D., Theology

Sara Catherine Staton, M.Div.
Alan Thomas Terlep
Ph.D., History of Christianity

Kristin Diane Van Heyningen
Ph.D., Religious Ethics

William Andrew Wright
Ph.D., Theology

Ecumenical Residents
Natalie Michelle Carnes
Ian Michael Gerdon
Edmund Immanuel Harris
Casey Lee Karbowski
Kinndlee S. Lund
Hariharan Narayanan
Kyle Gordon Rader
Matthew F. Rose

Top, Larry Bouchard presides dur-
ing the October Celebration of the
Arts. Left, Dean Kris Culp greets
alumnae Joy Omslaer and Joan
Bell-Haynes. Lower left, Bill
Wright and Santiago Piñón; lower
right, organist Henry Sybrandy.

Robert Welsh, President of the
Council on Christian Unity, leads a
forum. Also speaking this year were
former Moderator Charisse Gillett,
DePaul Law Professor Katheryn
Dutenhaver, and Divinity School
faculty members James Robinson
and Daniel Arnold.Kindlee Lund and Jordan Berry

Below, Shane Isaac’s ordination at Iglesia del
Pueblo-Hope Center in August. Sara Staton and
Alan Terlep were also ordained this summer.
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President Larry D. Bouchard
Vice President  Eddie Evans Griffin
Secretary  Stephanie L. Paulsell
Treasurer  Chad H. Martin

Constance U. Battle
Potomac, Maryland: Physician and Educator

Larry D. Bouchard
Charlottesville, Virginia: Associate Professor of Religious Studies,
University of Virginia

Don S. Browning 
Chicago, Illinois: Alexander Campbell Professor Emeritus, The Divinity
School, The University of Chicago

L. Del Butterfield
Desoto, Wisconsin: Retired Human Resources Executive

Eddie Evans Griffin
Chicago, Illinois: Retired Social Service Executive

Claudia A. Highbaugh
New London, Connecticut: Dean of Religious and Spiritual Life,
Connecticut College

JoAnne H. Kagiwada
Oakland, California: Retired Non-Profit Executive

Ned R. Lavengood 
Wilmington, North Carolina: Retired Business Executive

Cynthia Gano Lindner
Chicago, Illinois: Director of Ministry Studies, The Divinity School, The
University of Chicago

Hubert G. Locke
Seattle, Washington: John and Marguerite Corbally Professor of Public
Service Emeritus, University of Washington

Chad H. Martin
San Francisco, California: Chief Financial Officer, Pacific Pulmonary
Services

Holly C. McKissick
Leawood, Kansas: Senior Minister, Saint Andrew Christian Church,
Olathe, Kansas

Amy A. Northcutt
Falls Church, Virginia: Deputy Chief Counsel, National Science Foundation

Stephanie L. Paulsell 
Cambridge, Massachusetts: Houghton Professor of the Practice of
Ministry, Harvard Divinity School

Juan A. Rodríguez 
Hammond, Indiana: Senior Minister, Iglesia del Pueblo - Hope Center

Mareta J. Smith 
Kansas City, Missouri: Attorney, Shook, Hardy & Bacon

James E. Stockdale 
Seattle, Washington: Retired Minister

Sybel A. Thomas 
Chicago, Illinois: Retired Federal Budget Analyst

David A. Vargas
Indianapolis, Indiana: President, Division of Overseas Ministries; 
Co-Executive for Global Ministries

Charles D. Watkins
Decatur, Illinois: Senior Minister, Central Christian Church

Ex-officio
Herbert L. Knudsen
Bloomington, Illinois: Regional Minister and President, Christian
Church in Illinois and Wisconsin

David E. Cobb
The Woodlands, Texas: President, DDH Alumni/ae Council, and Senior
Minister, The Woodlands Christian Church

Honorary Trustees for Life
K. Everett Munson
Glen Ellyn, Illinois: Retired Minister

Jack V. Reeve
Indianapolis, Indiana: Retired Regional Minister and Professor

Marvin E. Smith
Gainesville, Florida: Retired Minister and Editor

Staff
Dean Kristine A. Culp
Administrator Marsha G.-H. Peeler
Associate Dean Brittany D. Barber
Building Maintenance  Bruce Gumm

Board of Trustees


